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i that with us anytime. We have a few dates for the diary so please read on +o find out morel

We would like +o welcome all our families into the start of a vew +erm within Spateston Early Learving and
Childcare Centre. We are delighted that all our lovely children are settling into the narsery and having great fun
as they explore our amazing learving environment. They are making vew friendships avd rekindling ones formed
last year! We have lots of exciting opportuvities for +he children to experience on a daily basis and are very keen
that all our fawilies are part of their childrew’s learving jourvey. Remember all practitioners are available +o
speak 1o ou as you drop off and collect children from vursery, please ask if you can't find semeone you are looking
for. Unity and conmectedvess are what our philosophy is based on and building relationships is oew-l—ml to that so

Parking
This is a gentle reminder to keep
everyone safel Please avoid double
parking on Hallnill Road, historically
this has created complaints within +he
local community, and we want +o avoid
this becoming an ongoing issue. If the

ates for diary

3

25 Novewber 2025 - Family Group 1; 26 November2025 - Family
@Group 2, 2F Novewmber 2025 - Fawmily Group 2
Your child’s keyworker will be in touch +o arravge an appointiment time

22 October 2025: 4.30pm — 5.30pn

drop off point is ful, we would
4 December 2025: 4pm-5.20pm evcourage  families +to use +he

community  car  park  beside +he
17 and 1@ December 202.5: Hhere will be wmore details +o follow 2 iSPa+GS+ow Twvw. v
Our ‘Jingle Bell Walk’ Staff Fumdraising Event ‘|| Parent Pay

The staff are going +o be taking part in a Sponsored Walk around
Willpor+ on Saturday 22 Novewmber 2025. They are takivg on the 10
miles to raise essewtial funds for the warsery. I+ is very important that
we ensure the children are accessing the best resources avd equipment
indoors avd out. We have high vambers of children using these each day
so replacivg, refreshing and updating is somethivg we pride ourselves in

The voluntary contrivution of £5
each wmonth is payable +hrough
parent pay. If vou are having
trouble signivg up, please speak with
Savdra n the office. We appreciate
all dowations, it supports us with the

baking, gardening, and outings in the
community that the children do
regularly. we thavk you for vour
continued support, —~

to maintain our high-duality provision. We are hiking the miles o do +his,
no matter the weather, so your support would be hugely appreciated.
We will have spovsor forms available at the frout office so that you can
ask vour friends and family to help us out. We prowmise regular updates
throughout the day.

The Spateston Team N
There are some changes about +o happen within our staff team that we want +o make you aware of. As you will
all know Zoe has been Acting Depute Head of Centre since the summer and she has done an amazing job. This was
a temporary arrangement, we knew this would always be the case due to wider council changes within early years.
We are vow in a position +o welcowme our new permavent Depute Head of Centre +o our +eam starting on the 17
Novewmber 2025, she is Rhoda McAndrew. Rhoda is an experienced Depute who T am sure will be welcomed +o our
Spateston community and will embrace the philosophy we have, which we are very proud of. We are delighted that
Zoe will remain with us in her €arly Years Graduate role, her skills, knowledge and enthusiasm for the staff,
children and families helps make us who we are so continning +o have her as part of the senior leadership +eam in
Spateston ELC is something we are very grateful for. The revised SLT will be Judith Thomas (Head of Centre);
Rhoda Mcpndrew (Depute Head of Centre); Kerry King (Sevior ELLO); WMegaw Porter (Semior ELCO: Temporary);
Zoe Docherty (Early Years Graduate). We have two vew Early Learning avd Childcare Officers joining the team
very soon. Daniel Romirez Lopez will be permanent and will be welcoming a vew group of children into Family Gronp
2 and Cara Lewis will be temporary and will +ake over Megaw's group in Family Group 2.
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Please have a look at the fantastic learning that has beew happenivg so far!

Within our Social Zone the children visited +he polytunnel +o check which plants were ready for harvesting,. TW&{ '
idevtified that the tomatoes were ripe by using their sense of touch, comparing the textures of soft and firm
tomatoes. Some children also voticed that the tomatoes had grown larger this year, which prompted thoughtful
discussions about growing conditions and how plants develop. Using the harvested garlic, basil, avd tomatoes
from +he allotment, +he children prepared a simple tomato and garlic pasta. While using +he garlic press, +hey
commented on the strong smell, which led +o further conversations about the body's five senses and +their
import+auce i cooking. The children worked collaboratively +o follow each step of the recipe, taking turus +o add
ingredievts and carefully wmixing them together. They showed good teamwork by listening to ove avother, sharing
tasks, avd problem-solving when needed. *

Within the Outdoor Zone, the children have been experimenting at the potion +able. They have beew pouring and
filling whilst adding different scents to the water. The vatural ingredients from the garden have been added,
such as, herbs and plants. There has been lots of problem solving as the liquids have been mixed with ice.
Discussion about +emperatures and how long it takes water +o freeze, how long it takes for that +o happen and
what makes it melt have created lots of scientific enduiries. This has led +o magic potions for Halloween and
creating their own magjic spells. In the wider garden the children have been making their own ball ruvs usivg the
various lengths of guttering. Initially, they tried balancing them against the cable reels but found the angle
didv't allow the ball to roll far enongh. Through further discussion amongst them they thought moving it to the
hill would make it go further. The children worked as a +eam and were very supportive of each other’s ideas,
‘good Job pal’ demonstrated how pleased +hey were v the decision +hey had made. They have been estimating
the time it will take for the ball +o roll and recording the distavce it travelled on a bar graph. I

Within our Discovery Zove the children have been exploring different types of buildings, bridges, and famous
landmarks, using these as inspiration to enhance their block play. As they recreated the structures, the children
engaged n measuring and counting, while also developing important teamwork and problem-solving skills. Once
side their structures, they introduced a torch because it was “dark,” which waturally led +o further exploration
of light and dark, reflections, and shadows. This play also encouraged rich discussions about size and shape,
extending their learning in a meavingful avd imagivative way. The children explored positional and directional
lavguage +o discuss where they live. This naturally extended into looking at a world map, which the children were
very keen to investigate. As they studied the map, they pointed out key features such as bridges, airports, and
rivers, showing curiosity about the wider world. *

In the Creative Zove the children have shown a particular interest in junk modelling, using a ravge of materials
to design and build imaginative creations such as rockets, +elevisions, and wearable wings. They have chosen +o
leave +heir models in nursery and revisit thewm each day, carefully adding vew features and developing +heir ideas
further. Practitioners have been supporting this interest by discussing the benefits of recycling and
sustainability, helping children understand the value of reusing materials in creative ways. The children have
also been working collaboratively, sharing ideas and expertise to support one avother in their designs. T+ has
been wonderful +o see them return +o their models over time, extending their learving and creativity across a
longer period. :

In the Imagination Zone the children have showw great evjoyment in exploring the story of “The Three Little

Pigs’. Through reading and retelling, they were able to demonstrate their growing understanding by recalling key

parts of the tale and discussing the different characters. Tuspired by the story, the children decided +o build

the pigs’ houses v the garden using a variety of materials they found, experimenting with different ways +o

represent straw, sticks, and bricks. They thew extended their play by acting out the story, using +heir

imaginations o bring it o life, even deciding that Nicola would +ake on +he role of the big bad wolf'. *
/




