
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spateston Early Learning and Childcare Centre 

Welcome Newsletter August 2025 

We would like to welcome all our families into the start of a new term within Spateston Early Learning and Childcare 

Centre. We are delighted that our amazing new children have started to become familiar with the nursery during 

the ‘Pop in and Play’ sessions and that this experience will support them to settle. Their adventures at nursery 

are beginning and we are sure they will have great fun as they explore our amazing learning environment. All the 

children will be making new friendships and rekindling ones formed last year! We have lots of exciting opportunities 

for the children to experience on a daily basis and are very keen that all our families are part of their children’s 

learning journey. Remember that all practitioners are available to speak to as you drop off and collect children from 

nursery, please ask if you can’t find someone you are looking for. Unity and connectedness are what our philosophy 

is based on and building relationships is central to that, we pride ourselves in getting to know all our families 

extremely well so have a chat with us and ask away! 

Staffing Update 

There have been some changes within the staff team over 

the summer months. We have a very large team which 

means that for various professional and personal reasons 

colleagues move on to new ventures. We wish them well on 

the next part of their career journey. We always ensure that 

we have the most dedicated and experienced practitioners so 

moving forward the team will continue to provide the high-

quality service that we are very proud of.  

The Senior Leadership Team are now made up of: 

Judith Thomas (Head of Centre); Zoe Docherty (Acting 

Depute Head of Centre); Kerry King (Senior ELCO) and 

Megan Porter (Acting Senior ELCO).  

The practitioner team has some changes: 

Georgia Knox has permanently returned to Spateston on a 

job-sharing basis and will be with us at the end of the week. 

Hannah Magennis has returned from maternity leave and 

will be job sharing at the beginning of the week. We have a 

vacancy that we are currently recruiting as Karolina has 

moved on making the decision to follow a new career path. 

We are also filling Megan’s original ELCO post on a temporary 

basis. We are delighted that Stacey will be back with us at 

the end of August.  

The support worker team also has some changes 

Erin Currie and Megan Parsons have joined us over the 

summer bringing us our full complement of staff during the 

lunchtime period. They have joined Cerys and Poki.  

In the office Agnes has decided term time working is for her 

and returned to a school setting. She will be replaced soon by 

our new clerical support, Sandra Ward.  

We wish the team members that have gone our best wishes 

in their new ventures and welcome all our new team members 

to the Spateston community. 

 

 

Parking 

This is a gentle reminder to keep everyone safe! 

Please avoid double parking on Hallhill Road, 

historically this has created complaints within the 

local community, and we want to avoid this 

becoming an ongoing issue. If the drop off point is 

full, we would encourage families to use the 

community car park beside the Spateston Inn. 

The car park at the front of the building is for 

staff use only.  

 

  

Nursery Holidays and Training Days 

The service will be closed to all children on Friday 

26 and Monday 29 September 2025 for the 

September weekend public holidays.  

Term Time Holiday 

The service will be closed to all term time children 

week beginning Monday 13 October 2025. We will 

reopen to all children as normal on Tuesday 21 

October 2025. 

In Service Day 

The service will be closed to all children on Monday 

20 October 2025 for a staff training day. 

Term Time Holiday 

The service will be closed to all term time children 

on Monday 1 December 2025 for St Andrews Day.  

Festive Break 

The service will be closed to all children week 

beginning Monday 22 December 2025 and Monday 

29 December 2025. It will reopen to all children 

on Tuesday 6 January 2026.  

 
Parent Pay 

The voluntary contribution of £5 per week is available to pay through parent pay. If you are having trouble 

signing up, then please speak with Sandra in the office. We appreciate all donations as it supports us to continue 

with the various experiences children participate regularly in, for example, baking, gardening, and outings in the 

local community. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Introduction to Learning Links 

  

 

What is Learning Links? 

An interconnectedness of home and the setting has developed through ‘Learning Links’ on our website. Our 

approach to engaging families in your child’s learning enables you to connect more readily with the learning 

happening across the setting and use the resources available, including the wider community, to extend projects 

at home. Having a strong educational link between the setting and the home environment will allow you to be an 

active part of your child’s learning. Our setting has five learning zones connected to ‘learning links’. It explores 

children’s interests and the learning that derives from their play and provides suggestions of ‘family links’ that 

could be explored at home. 

Family engagement is at the heart of Spateston Early Learning and Childcare Centre. We value parents as the 

child’s first and most important educator and encourage this active role throughout a child’s learning journey 

with us. We recognise the importance of families and practitioners’ working together, this connection is a key 

component to supporting a child’s learning and development.  Through a shared partnership, we can support all 

children to have the best possible start in life.  

 

 
Learning Links Access 

Step 1: Visit: https://spatestonelcc.co.uk/ 

Step 2: Click on the ‘Learning Links’ section along the top search bar 

 

 

 

 

Step 3: Enter password to access  

Password: spatepass 

 

 

Step 4: Now scroll down and click on any of the zones. The learning we are focusing on has been uploaded in this 

section 

 

 

Step 5: You will see ‘What’s been happening?’, this is the learning that has been taking place within the nursery. 

It would be lovely if you read all about this with your child and had a look at the photographs together.  

Step 6: The ‘Family Links’ section gives some ideas of what you could try at home to help extend the learning 

and your child’s interest. We have uploaded any resources that will help you extend the learning at home. 

Remember there are resource bags to borrow in the nursery that will help.  

Step 7: Sharing your story about the experience you had together will support us to continue the learning back 

at the nursery and from what you tell us possibly take it in a different direction. There is a simple form at the 

bottom of the page on the website for you to complete, when you press submit it will be emailed directly to us. 

The photographs and information you share will be used as we document your child’s learning and explore their 

interests further. 

 

 

 

Step 8: We hope you have fun! 

 

https://spatestonelcc.co.uk/

