Spateston Early Learning and Childcare Centre
Summer Newsletter 2022
The summer term has arrived, and we want to get in early to let you know about the various events going on
over the next two months. The Covid-19 restrictions have been updated by Scottish Government since the
spring break and although these are easing, for certain activities we must ensure that we keep everyone safe
and adhere to any guidance that will support us to do this. It will, however, allow us to make plans and create
experiences for the children who will be moving on to school after the summer holidays and for our children who
will be returning for another year with us in Spateston Early Learning and Childcare Centre. It is our main
objective to get all our families back into the setting and this includes at drop off and pick up times. During the
month of May, we will be inviting you in to meet your child’s keyworker to discuss their wellbeing, learning and
achievements. There is an open door at all times, if you have anything you would like to meet with us about.
Our celebrations happening in the month of June are detailed below.
On our website: www.spatestonelcc.co.uk/resources/covid-19-guidance we have a plan as we gradually resume to
normal at drop off and collection times. We want to thank you for all so much for your ongoing support during
what has been a better but, at times, challenging year for us all. It has been a delight to have you all part of
our service. Please remember to have a look at the updated Covid-19 guidance on our website.

Parents Meetings

Leavers Ceremony

Parents’ meetings are being held week beginning 16
May 2022. Staff will be in touch to arrange an
individual appointment at a time that suits you to
attend.
Family Group 1: Tuesday 17 May 2022
Family Group 2: Monday 16 May 2022
Family Group 3: Thursday 19 May 2022
Family Group 4: Wednesday 18 May 2022
We are very much looking forward to sharing your
child’s learning at nursery with you and for those
children going to school their transfer of information
report will be available.

We are planning to celebrate with the children who are
moving on to school by holding four small celebrations
across the morning of Saturday 25 June 2022 so
please, save the date! We will be inviting them along
with two family members to a short presentation with
refreshments. There will be a special invitation coming
soon. A photographer will be attending on the day to
capture the children’s special moment.
Family Group 1: 9.00am till 9.45am
Family Group 2: 10.00am till 10.45am
Family Group 3: 11.00am till 11,45am
Family Group 4: 12.00pm till 12.45pm

Fun Day for All
We are holding a Garden Party for all children on Wednesday 1 June 2022. All children are invited to attend on
this day. If this is a day that your child doesn’t normally attend, then they should come along from 9.00am till
3.00pm. If they normally only attend in the morning or afternoon, they are invited to come along for the full day
from 9.00am till 3.00pm. If your child normally has a full day with us, then their normal hours will still apply. We
want all the children to have the opportunity to join in the fun. At the fun day children will participate in a
Sponsored Treasure Trail. They will go on an adventure to the forest and gather treasure on the way. We have
attached a sponsor form and would welcome any donations to help support nursery funds, play and projects. The
children will have a special garden party snack, bouncy castle, and lots more fun before heading home.

Sun Cream
The sun has been out, and we hope that this will continue across the summer months. We would like to remind
you to put sun cream on your child before they come to nursery, and we will always assume this has been done. We
will then reapply their cream as and when required throughout the day. We are happy to supply the sun cream
to do this. If you would prefer that your child’s own cream is used, can you please hand it into the office with
their name clearly marked on the bottle.

Party Invitations

Holidays

If you are organising a birthday party for your child, we
are happy to take invitations that have both names of
the child invited written on the envelope. We would also ask
that you also include a stamp so that we can add the child’s
address. We are happy to post the invitations for you. We
have 141 children coming through the nursery and this is
the only way we can manage the volume of requests we
have whilst making sure your child can enjoy their special
birthday celebrations with their friends.

The service will be closed for public holidays on
Monday 2 May 2022: Thursday 2 June 2022
and Friday 3 June 2022 for all children. There
will be an in-service training day for staff on
Thursday 5 May 2022. All term time children will
also have Friday 27 May 2022 and they will
finish for the summer holidays on Tuesday 28
June 2022. There is a public holiday for those
attending over the summer months on Monday 1
August 2022.

School Transition Programme
Children that are moving on to primary school in August will be invited to attend transition days organised by
their school. The school will be in touch with you to confirm the dates they have arranged for you to take them
along. In addition, we have approached each of the schools to plan extra times that we can take the children to
spend time within their school environment. We will be using the story children have received from Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library, ‘Billy and the Dragon’ to develop the learning link between the school and nursery over the
next few weeks. We have approached each of the nine schools that children are moving on to, some have still to
confirm their involvement in our programme. We will keep you updated of any visits your children will be taking
part in.

Education Scotland
We will be having a visit from HMIE week beginning 9 May 2022. They are carrying out Recovery Support Visits
to help inform Scottish Government of the landscape within settings as we move out of the pandemic. We are
very much looking forward to welcoming them into Spateston and sharing what our practice has looked like over
the past two years as well as looking forward as we plan for future developments.

Please have a look at some of the fantastic learning that has been happening since the spring break
Within the social zone children have continued their
interest making different pasta dishes. They have
selected ingredients and ordered them as they
complete their weekly Asda shop. The children
continue to refine their baking skills with scones
and bread. These come in all shapes and sizes, using
the language of measurement the children can
describe the baking process.

At the tool bench within the discovery zone the children
have been building cars. They have designed their own
models at the ‘architect table’, using the iPad for ideas
and taking these over to construct their model. At the
block play double decker buses and trains have been
created with traffic lights, bus stops and train
stations extending their learning. Steam trains and how
they operate is a developing interest.

Within the creative zone the children are very busy
using junk resources to build very complex houses,
with showers, towels, toilets with toilet seats and
toilet paper, along with couches, tellies, and fences
dividing the garden, where they can play. They
have drawn treasure maps and explored countries in
the world using the globe but also learned where
the sun goes at night. They found out it stays in
the same place while our planet spins instead!

At the sewing area within the imagination zone the
children have been selecting materials to create their
designs. They have been developing their needle
threading skills with great patience. The children have
been authors and illustrators of their own stories,
creating books and showing their ‘writing’ skills to
share with staff and their friends. Learning life skills
by using real money in their imaginative play to sell
their ‘cupcakes’ is building our entrepreneurs of the
future!

Within the outdoor zone the children have been researching about greenhouses and how they can grow their own
fruit and vegetables. The children have looked into how they can use what they have grown within the social
zone to cook and bake soups and salads. Discussion about healthy foods to keep them fit and healthy has been
part of the children’s interest. Continuing to look after the local birds has been a focus with the children making
their own bird feeders to accompany the bird houses, they designed and made for the garden.

