Spateston Early Learning and Childcare Centre
Spring Newsletter 2022
Welcome to our Spring newsletter. We are so pleased that restrictions have eventually been relaxed and we can
offer all our children the freedom to choose where they play and learn. It remains a challenge for us to not having
our families into the service to see first-hand the experiences your children are participating in and to observe
the skills they are developing as they bake, sew, build, and discover using their imaginative and creative ideas. As
you know, sharing children’s learning has been a priority within our improvement plan for this year and we are
carrying out a research project with a group of families to test our initiative before rolling it out to everyone. We
want to make sure it works so watch this space for more news on the big launch!
A Learning Journey Pit Stop
The next formal meeting to discuss your child’s progress is May 2022. In the meantime, we are keen to have the opportunity
to share with you the exciting experiences your children have been involved in before then. If you would like to accept this
invitation to have an informal chat with your child’s keyworker and enjoy a look through your child’s learning journey book,
then please speak with a staff member at the door or give us a call on 0300 300 1473. The keyworker will call you back
and arrange a time that suits for you to come in.

Operational Changes

Staff Team Update

All our children are now being welcomed through the main
entrance to the service. The safety of the children is
paramount, and we have a system in place to assist with
the smooth transitions in and out of the service at these
busy times. We would like to thank you for your patience as
we know this can be a little time consuming. The children
are deeply engaged in their play until they leave to go home.
Practitioners work behind the scenes to support the
children to get changed and gather their belongings. We are
always refining the process and taking on board your
suggestions has helped us do this. We now have staff
meeting you outside the front entrance to help speed up the
process. Please remember and keep us informed if there is
someone different collecting your child.

Kara Carson is now a permanent ELCO within the team
and based within the outdoor zone. ELCO, Hannah
Magennis has joined the team to replace Clara McKenzie
who was successful at interview within a setting closer to
home. We wish her all our best wishes in her new post and
look forward to meeting her baby very soon! We are
delighted that Silvia Facciani has now returned from
maternity leave. The recruitment process is underway for
another Early Learning Support Worker to join our team.
We hope that you will get to meet everyone in person soon.

Children’s Clothes and Belongings
Just a gentle reminder to label all clothing for your child,
this is very helpful. We try extremely hard to return all
clothing. Our staff regularly check the shoe bags and may
ask you to replenish them if required.

Spring Holidays
The nursery will be closed to all term time children from
Monday 4 April 2022 until Thursday 14 April 2022
inclusive. All other children will continue their normal
placements at this time. The service will be closed to all
families on Friday 15 April 2022 and Monday 18 April 2022
for the public holiday. All children return on Tuesday 19 April
2022.

Froebel in Childhood Practice: Edinburgh University
Transition Programme
The children who are moving on to primary school in August
will be starting their visits soon. Each of the primary
schools will have their own programme in place and they will
be in contact with you to provide the details. We will have
our own programme with the schools and will be taking the
children on additional visits as well as inviting their teachers
into the nursery. Further details will be issued soon.

Fund Raiser
We are intending to have a fund-raising event for our
children in May. Further details will follow.

Congratulations to Zoe Docherty, Kerry King, Melissa Getty,
and Louise Lochrie for successfully gaining this qualification.
Adelle O’Neill, Yvonne Thomson, and Nicole Edmiston are
midway through the course. Kimberley Gray, Lauren
Robertson, Nicola McGrory, Georgia Knox, and Kara Carson
have just embarked on the course.
We have eight staff who have been accepted on the BA
Early Childhood Practice commencing this session with
Strathclyde University. Cheryl McCulley, Lauren Shields,
Lauren Robertson, Megan Porter, Nicole Edmiston, Kerry
King, Abbie Docherty, and Georgia Knox. We wish them all
great success.

Please have a look at the fantastic learning that has been happening so far!
Within our Social and Imagination Zones the children have been cutting up fruit and vegetables, enjoying the
different tastes and textures. Children made smoothies using technology in the form of the food processor. This
interest has led to role play where the children have created elaborate menus for lunches and dinners. Our
sewing table has been extremely busy with children spending long periods of time exploring and learning about
how garments are made. The resources required for making clothes have been provided to support this
sustained interest. Our young fashion designers have been experimenting with different fabrics sewing on
buttons, stitching, and designing their own dresses, tops, and trousers. Some children made little bags, cars and
flowers from the fabrics. The social zone continues to support children’s independence in cooking and baking.
Children are using mathematical language to describe different units of measurements. Scales, digital and
manual, are used daily. Technology was evident when children used the timers on the oven and the induction hob.
Children made porridge for the breakfast snack, measuring, and stirring the porridge throughout the process
taking it from the raw ingredients to being cooked and ready to eat. The children made bread, exploring shapes
with a variety of baking tins. They expressed their thoughts and feelings by talking about making cheesecake
and followed this interest by placing an order for the ingredients they required online. During this they decided to
purchase other ingredients to make pizzas and pancakes. Some of the ingredients weren’t available and Lauren
approached the baker at Morrisons who kindly provided some fresh yeast. This allowed our young chef’s the
opportunity to explore, compare and taste the bread they made with it.
Within our Creative and Discovery Zones the children have been busy at the workbench using recycled and
reclaimed materials. They have been producing all sorts of wonderful creations. Our young digital learners have
been involved in research projects. This has supported learning to find out information about animals and
characters from favourite movies. The children have been transferring these skills to the block play area. Here
they have been building a variety of monumental structures. These are representative of the life experiences
they have encountered. The constructions included a McDonald’s, the library, a vets practice, the ice cream shop
and even a zoo. The children have been building desks and chairs to sit at and staircases and ramps for climbing.
Our future architects then carefully added loose parts to create finer detail in their constructions. Children have
been looking at and exploring the architectural blueprints of buildings. Block play also supported an interest in
space. The children used an iPad to research and learn lots of new information about the solar system. The
children made a giant rocket with buttons and an “engine” which they “blasted off “into space. Obstacle courses
provide amazing opportunities for play with risk. Our children are becoming very adventurous in the construction
of elaborate structures. Creative zone has provided many opportunities for digital learning recently. Children’s
interests in maps led to printing some of the local area for children to explore. Children progressed to drawing
maps in detail and a trip to the community to follow these took place. Children took photographs and used the
programmable “Beebot” to plot and follow a route using the visuals from the local community visit. Our budding
artists mixed colours and explored shades of colours. The work of other artists enabled children to study and
discuss the compositions of paintings. Creativity flowed throughout this zone. Children made pots with clay,
exploring the textures, and completing the process, drying, and painting their beautiful creations. Junk modelling
is allowing children to discuss recycling and reusing materials. Children are using this experience to share their
thoughts and views creating lots of different models.
Poetry Success
A huge well done to our ten authors: Lola; Penny; Freya; Thor; Holly; Finn; Olivia; Harper; Oliver and Isla, who have
recently won a poetry competition. Their work will be published soon so we can all share in their success. We are
very proud of their achievement.

